Bennington Town Board
April 9, 2024

Workshop Session 6:30 p.m.
Audit of bills; Highway Dept report; review Board meeting agenda

In attendance:
Supervisor Ellen Grant, Councilmembers Jeff Burger, Chris Domes, Bernard Frounick, Joyce Mohun,
Highway Superintendent Jake Jensen, Clerk Joanne Rosenthal.

Regular Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.
- Call Meeting to Order 7:37 pm. Pledge of allegiance led by Council Member Jeff Burger.
Set Agenda - one addition added. Resolution 2025-4-5

Conflict of Interest - none.

Financial Matters Approve annual Williamson Law Book (WLB) software support contract for
payroll software ($1,104)

Motion by J. Mohun, seconded by B. Frounick to approife renewadl of contract with WLB.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:0. Abstain:0. Absent:o. '

General Fund vouchers #452to #472.  $ 20,933.76.
Highway Fund vouchers #275 to #305.  $140,076.79.
Cowlesville Water vouchers #30 to #35. $ 3,547.91.
Cowlesville Light vouchers # 0 $ 0. -
Bennington Fire Protection voucher  #605. $ 30,500.00.

Motion by J. Mohun, seconded by J. Burger to approve vouchers for payment.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:o. Abstain:0. Absent:o.

Financial Reports - Monthly Report of Supervisor for March 2025

Motion by J. Burger, seconded by B. Frounick to approve the Financial Reports ending March 31, 2025.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:o. Abstain: 0. Absent:o.

Unfinished Business: -
Resolution #2025-4-1 Amend Contract with Wyoming County for Water Meters

Whereas, the Town of Bennington entered into an agreement with the County of Wyoming
for participation in a program to replace electronic water meters within the Cowlesville Water
District; and : '

Whereas, the replacement of said meters is being undertaken by the District’s Water System
Operator necessitating additional time needed to complete the change of all meters; now, therefore

Be it Resolved, that Resolution No. 2023-8-2 be amended to extend the completion date of
the agreement to December 31, 2025.

Motion: J. Mohun. Segond: C. Domes.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:0. Abstain:o. Absent:o.
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" Resolution #2025-4-2 Audit of 2024 Financial Records

Whereas, the 2024 Financial Records of the Town Justice Court, Town Supervisor, Town
Clerk/Collector and Cowlesville Water District Clerk have been presented and audited by Municipal
Auditor Don Pryzybl; and

Whereas following the said audit, a written report was presented to each Town Board
Member for review and comment;

Now Therefore, Be it Resolved, that the Town Board hereby accepts the findings of the audit
of the 2024 financial records of the Town, and authorizes the submission of said report to any
applicable state agency.

Motion: J. Burger. Second: B. Frounick.
Ayes: All(5). Noes:0. Abstain:0. Absent:o.

New Business:
Resolution #2025-4-3 Amend Comprehensive Plan to include Various Maps and Charts

Be it Resolved, that the Town of Bennington Comprehensive Plan be hereby amended to
include the following information as compiled by the zoning update committee: Map of New York
State Uncontained Aquifers in the Town; Map of Prime Soils and parcels greater than 50 acres within
the Town; Map of the western New York Conservation Trail; 2025 List of Special Use Permits and
Home Occupation Permits within the Town.

Motion: J. Mchun. Second: J. Burger.
Ayes: All(5). Noes:o0. Abstain:o0. Absent:o.

Resolution #2025-4-4 Decommissioning Agreement - NY Bennington [, LLC

Whereas, the Town of Bennington has received and approved a Special Use Permit for the
construction and operation of NY Bennington |, LLC solar energy facility to generate electrical power
on property located at 1667 Church Road, Darien Center NY, Tax Map No. Section 4, Block 1, Lot 3.1,
and ‘

Whereas, as condition of the Special Use Permit, the applicant was required to and has
submitted a final decommissioning plan and Decommissioning Bond, acceptable to the Town and to
provide the Town with access to funds for decommissioning the project;

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved, that the Town hereby agrees to the terms contained with
said decommissioning agreement and the Town Board hereby authorizes the Town Supervisor to
sign any and all necessary documents pertaining to said agreement.

Motion: C. Domes. Second: J. Burger.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:0. Abstain: 0. Absent:o.
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Resolution #2025-4-5 Shared Services Agreement Between the New York State
Department of Transportation and the Town of Bennington.

Whereas, it has been deemed beneficial by the Town Highway Superintendent and the Town
Board to enter into an agreement with the New York State Department of Transportation for sharing
services, exchange or lend materials or equipment to promote and assist the maintenance of State
and municipal roads and highways, and provide a cost savings by maximizing the effective utilization
of both parties’ resources; now therefore,

Be it Resolved that the Town Highway Superintendent is hereby authorized to execute and
agreement with representatives of the New York State Department of Transportation for the period
January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2026.

Motion: J. Mohun. Second: C. Domes.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:o. Abstgin:0. Absent:o.

Minutes of Previous Meetings - Approved as submitted by Clerk.

Communications

Supervisor Grant - need details.
1. Spring local workshop by GeneseefFingerLakes Planning Council.
Five Star bank - verify signers
Municipal Solutions - May 1, 2025 interest due for Cowlesville Water BAN $6.409.38.
Informational flyer from ACE-NY regarding wind and solar energy.
Tompkins Insurance - Regulation 87
Foil request _
Information on municipal bonds.
Senator Borello will hold a town hall meeting on April 23, 2025 at Darien Town Hall regarding
State and local issues.
9. BAN (Bond Anticipation Note) for new highway garage. April 17, 2025. 5 years.

N oYW

Clerk Rosenthal
1. Presented Wyoming Co. Zoning Department monthly report for March 2025.
2. Certificates of Liability and Insurance coverage for ARC-TEK Construction, Driven Contracting.

Departments

Highway
1. Asdiscussed in the workshop session, upcoming projects include paving the short streets of
Cowlesville beginning in May or as weather permits. The Town will submit claims for State
Aid reimbursement upon completion.
2. Equipment needs and disposing of excess.
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Town Clerk/Tax Collection

1. Town Clerk monthly report for March 20325.

2. Vital statistics YTD 2025 - Births: 0. Marriage permits issued: 0. Deaths: 3.

3. Cooper is the March monthly dog raffle winner. His picture was posted on Facebook and
prizes awarded.

4. Tax collection with the Clerk closed on March 31, 2025. Reconciliation with the Wyoming Co.
Treasurer's office will be completed before the end of April.

5. NYSDEC 2025 fish guides are now available, in the Town Clerk’s office, with the purchase of a
new or renewed fishing permit.

Assessor

1. Notices of Revaluation sent to all residents. Jim Kirsch is available Monday and Wednesday
during the month of April to answer resident questions.

Zoning(Planning
1. The Town Board is developing new laws for wind energy and other issues around the Town.
2. A community wide survey with 8-10 questions using an on-line format, ‘Survey Monkey” will
be forthcoming to residents. The contract provides tabulation of results. A paper survey will

also be available. Notice updates will be through Facebook, the Pennysaver, Town Hall
information board, and Fire Hall lighted informational signs.

Approve Special Use Permit #2025-2028-12. Three (3) year renewal application submitted by:
Patrick C. McCracken, 1633 Alleghany Rd., Attica 140m

Sale of farm equipment and attachments.

There are no violations or compiaints on file.

Motion: J. Mohun. Second: B. Frounick.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:o0. Abstain: 6. Absent: 0.

Recreation/Park
1. Easter Egg Hunt April 12 at 11 a.m. at the Bennington Volunteer Fire Co., Clinton St.
2. Port ajohn service resumes at the Historical Museum and Pine Tree Park on May 1.
3. Summer swim program at Byrncliff - Now recruiting swim instructors and craft making

leaders. Swim instructors must be certified lifeguards. Contact Ellen Grant at the Town Hall
for details.

Water District
1.  Bond payment
2. Meeting to be scheduled with the Water System Operator.

Historical Society

1. A Conversation with Friends being shown on April 12 at 2 pm at the Attica High School
Auditorium.

2. Presentation on Thomas Jefferson on April 22 at 7 pm at the Bennington Town Hall.




Bennington Town Board
April 9, 2024

Petitions and public concerns

Q. On shared services agreements, who is responsible for repairs of equipment? ‘
A. The equipment owner, unless damage caused by the other municipality’s employee.
Q. Are Home Occupation Permits public record?
A. Yes.

A resident from Geise Rd. had concerns regarding the size of stone applied to roads.

He brought in samples of very large pieces. Council Member J. Burger identified the stone as ‘surge’
or ‘bones’ that were dug up when the road was graded too close to the edge of the ditch. The Town
Board and Highway Superintendent have identified that the mix of Crusher Run #2 and Crusher Run
#1 purchased from the local stone company needs to be reviewed.

Any other Business to Come before the Board]County Matters:

Per Supervisor Grant based on resolutions adopted by the Board of Supervisors include:
1. Advocating for raising the salary cap for retired public employees.
2. Encourage the state to strongly consider local input when deliberating siting of renewable
energy projects. |
Approval of bids for highway materials.
4. State reforms needed in determining the mental capacity of an individual to stand trial.

b

Adjourn 9:16 pm.
Motion: J. Mohun
Attendance: 5




