Bennington Town Board
July 9, 2025
FINAL

Workshop Session 6:30 p.m.
Audit of bills; Highway Dept report; review Board meeting agenda

In attendance: Supervisor Ellen Grant, Council Members Jeff Burger, Chris Domes, Bernard Frounick,
Joyce Mohun, Highway Superintendent Jake Jensen, Clerk Joanne Rosenthal

Regular Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Call Meeting to Order at 7:34 pm. Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Mohun.
Set Agenda - clerk amends general fund voucher total to $22,483.97 for June 202s.

, Voucher #517 deleted. '
Conflict of Interest - none to report

Open Public Hearing on Local Law #4

Financial Matters General Fund vouchers #530 to #556 $25,841.10.
Highway Fund vouchers #354 to #374 $262,247.71.
Cowlesville Water vouchers  # 47 to #49 § 2,069.62.
Cowlesville Light vouchers # 5 5 171.8q.

Motion by J. Mohun, seconded by J. Burger to approve vouchers for payment.
Ayes: All(5). Noes:0. Abstain:o. Absent:o.

Financial Reports Monthly Report of Supervisor for June 2025

Motion by J. Burger, seconded by J. Mohun to approve the Financial Reports ending June 30, 2025.
Ayes: All(5). Noes:o0. Abstain:o. Absent:o.

Hear Comments on Proposed Local Law #4, Year 2025 A Local Law Establishing Zoning Guidelines for
Solar Energy Systems Zoning Updates and Amending Article Il of the Town of Bennington Zoning
Law Providing for the Creation of Zoning Overlay Districts and Solar Overlay Districts.

As read by Supervisor Grant prior to hearing comments:

The hearing is specific to the proposed local law and not pertaining to other zoning matters
the Town has been working on, existing green energy projects, or other issues. This will help
maintain more accurate recording of the comments for the Board to consider.

This is not a question and answer period - if you have comments on whether or not an issue
has been addressed in the law, copies are available and have been made available on the Town
website throughout the development of the law for people to read. Any questions can be made here
tonight or to the Town Clerk this week, and the Board can review the law and respond on our
website.
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In order to allow each person an opportunity to speak, we are limiting verbal comments to 3
minutes. If there are additional comments a person wants to make on the Law, they can be
submitted to the Town Clerk.

Comments will be reviewed by the Zoning update committee and the Board and considered
for possibie revision and inclusion into the law. This law tonight has been updated and revised over a
dozen times in the past year in an effort to address comments and concerns made previously by
residents and in consultation with our attorneys, engineers and planning agencies. The Board will be
setting a date tonight on when the vote on the law will take place.

Please sign in for the meeting so the Clerk can get accurate minutes and we can also respond
with more information.

1. Charles Eckert - Thanked the Board for the many hours of work on the solar law project. He
feels a good compromise has been reached for those for and against solar.

2. Arianna Dunlap - Thanked the Board for their work. She discussed a list of topics and has
provided the Board with a written copy to be compared with the proposed local law #2 and
also to identify areas that have not been addressed yet.

3. Jenny Dimick - question regarding if fencing is raised above the ground. The attorney on
hand, Elijah McWhinney, recalled fencing to be 5” above grade; to be confirmed.

Motion to Close Public Hearing J. Mohun; Second: B. Frounick.
Ayes: All{5). Noes:o. Abstain:o. Absent:o.

Unfinished Business

Resolution #2025-7-1 Set date of Special Session of the Town Board to Adopt Proposed
Local Law #4, Year 2025 A Local Law Establishing Zoning Guidelines
for Solar Energy Systems Zoning Updates and Amending Article Il of
the Town of Bennington Zoning Law Providing for the Creation of
Zoning Overlay Districts and Solar Overlay Districts.

Whereas, the Town of Bennington Town Board held a duly advertised Public Hearing on the
9" day of July, 2025 at the Bennington Town Hall with all members present on Proposed Local Law
#4, Year 2025 A Local Law Establishing Zoning Guidelines for Solar Energy Systems Zoning Updates
and Amending Article 11 of the Town of Bennington Zoning Law Providing for the Creation of Zoning
Overlay Districts and Solar Overlay Districts; and

Whereas, oral and written comments were received from the public on the proposed Local
Law; and

Whereas, the Bennington Town Planning Board has not yet completed its’ review of the
proposed Local Law; and
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Whereas the Town Board has determined that it is in the best interests of the community to
hold a special session for the consideration of voting on the proposed Local Law as well as final
completion and determination of all related environmental assessments of the proposed Local Law;

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved, that the Bennington Town Board shall hold a special session
on Thursday, August 7, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. at the Bennington Town Hall, go5 Old Alleghany Road,
Attica NY for the purpose of completing environmental impact statements and State Environmental
Quality Review and voting on the proposed Local Law #4, Year 2025; and

Be it Further Resolved, that the Town Clerk shall advertise the same in the legal newspaper
of this town.

Motion by: C. Domes. Seconded: B. Frounick.
Ayes: All{5). MNoes:0. Abstain:o. Absent:o.

New Business
Resolution #2025-7-2 Create and Set Salary of Lifeguards and Senior Lifeguard

Be it Resolved, that the Town Board hereby creates the following positions in the Youth
Recreation Program, effective July 8, 2025:

Lifeguard/Swim Instructor PT (3) $16.50/hour

Senior Lifeguard/Swim instructor PT (1) $19.00/hour.

Motion: J. Burger. Second: C. Domes.
Ayes: All(5). Noes:o0. Abstain:o. Absent:o.

Resolution #2025-7-3 Reappoint James A. Kirsch as Town Assessor

Be it Resolved, that the Town Board hereby reappoints James A. Kirsch, 3454 Humphrey
Road, Varysburg NY 14167 for a six (6) year term as Town Assessor effective October 1, 2025 through
September 30, 2031

Motion: J. Mohun. Second: B. Frounick.
Ayes: All(5). Noes:o. Abstain:0. Absent:o.

Minutes of Previous Meetings
The Town Board meeting minutes for June 11, 2025 accepted as presented by the clerk to the Board.

Communications
Clerk
1. Certificate of Insurance Coverage from KCM Custom Built Garages, Eden, NY.
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Supervisor
1. Harris Corners Fire Department has requested a 4% increase for the next budget year. A
public hearing will take place in September 2025.
2. Talk of the Town magazine from Association of Towns (AQT).
3. Bennington Justice Court reports from Justice Linsey and Justice Wawrzyniak for May and
June 2025.

Departments

Highway
1. The newly hired MEO (motor equipment operator) started July 7, 2025.
Delivery of new snow plow truck expected within the next two months.
Roadside mowing continues and should be finished by the end of next week.
Excess scrap accumulated at the Highway Department will be recycled through Metalico Co.
Town Hall parking lot sealing and striping will take place by the end of July.
Work continues on roads; crack and sealing.

O

Town Clerk/Tax Collector
1. Monthly report for June 2025 presented.
2. Vital statistics YTD 202s. Births: 0. Marriage permits issued: 0. Deaths: 5.

Assessor
1. Final assessment rolls filed with the State; now at 100%.
2. Assessor attending CEU (continuing education) at Cornell University next week. -

Zoning/Planning

1. Home Occupation Permit applications for annual renewal for 2025. (2)

Permits in good standing and current. No complaints on file.

Mary Jean Durfee — MJ Graphics Karen Whitton -Hair Studio B.
1382 Clinton St. 1614 Alleghany Rd.
Attica NY 14011 Attica NY 14011

Motion by: J. Mohun. Seconded: J. Burger

Ayes: All(5). No:o. Abstain:o. Absent:o.
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Zoning/Planning

2.  Special Use Permit three-year renewal applications. (2)

Permits in good standing and current. No complaints on file.

Dylan Rusiniak - DMR Towing Peter Siepierski

DMR Towing Parking Lot for Mobile Autoworks, LLC
247 Bear Rd. g0 Bullis Rd.

Cowlesville NY 14037 Alden NY 14004

Motion by: B. Frounick. Seconded: C. Domes.

Ayes: All(5). No: o. Abstain: 0. Absent:o.

3. The next zoning meeting is next week.
4. Training: October 1, 2025 is a Planning{Zoning School to be held in East Aurora.
Recreation/Park

1. The zero turn lawn mower is in for repair.

2. Pine Tree park, poison ivy has been identified growing in the trees. Utilizing a Wyoming

County contracted company for spraying and eradication.

The swim program started July 8 with 52 enrollees. Classes held Tuesday and Thursday.

4. Pine Tree park back shelter concrete pad has a large crack. First review suggests pad be dug
up and repoured.

ks

Water District
1. Water meter replacement installation; 30 meters still to be completed.
2. WSO (water system operator) has been off duty due to death in the family.

Historical Society
1. Summer concert series starts on July 10 at 7:00 pm at the Historical Museum gazebo.

2. Open house and Strawberry Social fund raiser is Sunday July 13.
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Petitions and public concerns

1. Jeremy Jurge - asked for confirmation if life guards for the swim program are trained to Red
Cross specifications. Yes.

2. Pat Cruikshank - Requested review of culverts at the North and Shore Shore entrances to
Highland Glens due to deterioration. This request will be forwarded to the Bennington
Highway Superintendent.

3. Jenny Dimick - will forward name of person with knowledge of concrete repair for the
cracked concrete pad at the Pine Tree Park shelter.

Any other Business to Come before the Board/County Matters

None to report.

Motion te adjourn: J. Mohun
Time: 8:16 pm
Attendance: 24.




