Town of Bennington
September 17, 2025
FINAL
Workshop Session 6:30 p.m.
Audit of bills; Highway Dept report; review Board meeting agenda

Regular Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.

In Attendance: Supervisor Ellen Grant, Council Members Jeff Burger, Chris Domes, Bernard Frounick,
Joyce Mcohun. Highway Superintendent Jake Jensen. Clerk Joanne Rasenthal.

Call Meeting to Order 7: 35 pm. Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member C. Domes.
Set Agenda - no changes.
Conflict of Interest - no conflicts.

Open Public Hearing Fire & Rescue Services with Harris Corners Fire Co. 2026 to 2030 Contract

Financial Matters

General Fund vouchers #592 to #609. $12,485.23.
Highway Fund vouchers #398 to #421. $50,200.80.
Cowlesville Water vouchers #55 to#58. S 3,936.35.
Cowlesville Light vouchers # 7 S 171.89.

Motion by J. Mohun, seconded by J. Burger to approve vouchers for payment.
Ayes: Ali(5). MNoes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Financial Report Monthly Report of Supervisor for August 2025

Motion by J. Mohun, seconded by B. Frounick to approve Supervisor’s Monthly Report.
Ayes: All(5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Hear Comments on Proposed 2026-2030 Contract with Harris Corners Fire Co.

The request is for a 4% increase per year due to increased costs.

Harris Corners Fire Company has a membership of 20 firefighters .

No request for an increase in emergency medical services in several years.

A request for the 52,000 funding for emergency medical services {ambulance service) be sent
to Strykersville Volunteer Fire Co., 594 Minkel Rd., Strykersville.

Are costs inline with the requested amount - Yes.

Fund raising is a year round joint effort within the membership.

Fire companies must follow New York State mandates and requirements for product/equipment
replacement. Product replacement required even if still usable.

Lead time to order a new ladder truck is 1-2 years at a cost of $1.2 - 1.5 million.

Motion to Close Public Hearing J. Mohun. Second: C. Domes
Ayes: All(5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.
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Unfinished Business
Resolution #2025-9-1 2026-2030 Contract with Harris Corners Fire Company

Whereas the Bennington Town Board has held a duly advertised Public Hearing on this 17" day
of September, 2025 regarding the 2026 to 2030 Contract between the Town and the Harris Corners Fire
Company for fire and emergency medical services, now, therefore,

Be it Resolved, that the Town Board hereby approves a contract for services in the following
amounts: 2026 - $40,217.50 for fire services and $2,000 emergency medical services, 2027 - $41,826.20
for fire services and $2,000 emergency medical services, 2028 - $43,499.30 for fire services and $2,000
emergency medical services, 2029 $45,239.22 for fire services and $2,000 emergency medical services
and 2030 $47,048.79 for fire services and $2,000 emergency medical services; and

Be it Further Resolved, that the Supervisor is hereby authorized and directed to sign the above
approved agreement on behalf of the Town.

Motion by: C. Domes. Secended by: J. Burger.
Ayes: All{5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Resolution #2025-9-2 Approval of Borrowing for Harris Corners Fire Company

Be it Resolved, that the members of the Town Board of the Town of Bennington, Wyoming
County, New York, upon reading the Appointment of Hearing Officers executed by Ellen Grant,
Supervisor, dated August 13, 2025; the Notice of Public Hearing posted on the Town of Bennington
website at least seven (7} days prior to the public hearing; and the Report of the Hearing Officer dated
August 27, 2025 for the Public Hearing heid on August 27, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.; hereby approve the
“Approval of Borrowing” attached hereto and further direct that the Bennington Town Supervisor
execute such “Approval of Borrowing” on behalf of the Town Board.

Motion: J. Mohun. Second: B. Frounick.
Ayes: Ali(5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Approval of Borrowing by Elected Representative of Political Subdivisicn
Contracting for Firefighting Services

I, Ellen Grant, Supervisor of the Town of Bennington in accordance with the requirements of
section 147 and related sections of and regulations under the Internal Revenue Code, and in reliance
upen certain recommendations and other information submitted to me and subsequent to a duly
conducted public hearing concerning the matter, do hereby approve the borrowing and the issuance of
an obligation evidencing such indebtedness by the Harris Corners Fire Department, Inc., {(“Volunteer Fire
Department”} from the Bank of Greene County for the financing of the purchase by the Volunteer Fire
Department of a certain piece of firefighting apparatus.
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Approvai of Borrowing by Elected Representative of Political Subdivision
Contracting for Firefighting Services

The proposed purchase is from Pierce Manufacturing. The obligation is in the maximum
principal amount of $150,000.00. The piece of firefighting apparatus is to be used for the provision of
fire protection service to the Town of Bennington pursuant to the current contract between the
Volunteer Fire Company and the Town of Bennington. The firefighting equipment is to be garaged at 585
US Route 204, Strykersville, New York.

Execution of this document in no way creates a liability on the part of the Town of Bennington
and the Town of Bennington is not responsible for the repayment of any bonds issued pursuant thereto.

New Business

Resolution #2025-9-3 . Authorize Highway Superintendent to Advertise for Bids for Dump
Truck with Plow

Be it Resolved, that the Town Highway Superintendent is hereby authorized to solicit bids and
advertise for the purchase of a 2026 dump truck equipped with frame and plow; and be it

Further Resolved, that bids shall be due in the Office of the Town Clerk no later than 5:00 p.m.
on October 1, 2025, at to be opened at 6:30 p.m. that same day; and be it '

Further Resolved that the Town Board is authorized and directed to award the purchase of said
equipment to the lowest responsible bidder at a meeting of the Town Board to be held on October 1,
2025 at 6:30 p.m,

Motion: J. Burger. Second: B. Frounick.
Ayes: All{5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.
Resolution #2025-9-4 Set Date of 2026 Budget Workshop Session
Be it Resolved, that the Bennington Town Board will meet on October 1, 2025 at 6:45 pm o’clock
at the Town Hall, 905 Old Alieghany Road, Attica NY 14011 to review and make changes to the tentative

2026 Town Budget; and

Be it Further Resclved, that the Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to advertise the
same in the legal newspaper of the Town.

Motion: J. Mohun. Second: B. Frounick.
Ayes: All(5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.
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Resolution #2025-9-5 Hoeld Public Hearing & Make 239-M Referral Regarding Wind
Energy Systems Moratorium

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Behnington met at a regular board meeting at the
Town Offices of the Town of Bennington, located at 905 Old Allegany Road, Attica, in the Town of
Bennington, New York on the 17th day of September, 2025, commencing at 7:30 r.m., at which time and
place the following members were present: Supervisor Grant, Council Members Frounick, Mohun,
Domes & Burger

WHEREAS, all Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that pursuant to Article 7,
Section 104 of the Public Officers Law, said meeting was open to the general public and due and proper
notice of the time and place whereof was given as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington is considering a proposed local law known
as “A Local Law to Extend the Temporary Moratorium on Wind Energy Systems in the Town of
Bennington” to temporarily halt development of wind energy system installations, for an additional
period of six {6) months, while the Town continues to consider comprehensive zoning changes and the
enactment of zoning measures to specifically address the matters of community concern; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington has made meaningful and reasonable
efforts to update and amend its zoning ordinance and local legislation during the course of the previous
six {6) month moratorium by consulting with municipal attorneys, the New York State Energy Research
and Development Authority, reviewing wind energy conversion laws adopted by other municipalities, as
well as the research conducted by the Town of Bennington Wind Energy Committee—a six (6} month
extension to the initial moratorium on wind energy systems having been filed with the Department of
State on May 6, 2025 and shall expire on November 6, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington recognizes that this local law is a Type [
Action under State Environmental Quality Review {SEQR) pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.5(c}{36), and
therefore SEQR review will not be required as there are no adverse environmental impacts; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 239-M of the General Municipal Law, said local faw with all
supporting documents shall be submitted to the Wyoming County Planning Board on for its comments;
and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington finds it in the best interest of the Town of
Bennington to hold a public hearing on the adoption of said local law.

NOW ON MOTION OF J. Burger which has been duly seconded by C. Domes, be it
RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Bennington will hold a public hearing on the

proposed local law on the 8th day of October, 2025, at 7:30 .M., at which time and place all interested
parties and citizens for or against the proposed law will be heard; and it be further
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Resolution #2025-9-5 Hold Public Hearing & Make 239-M Referral Regarding Wind
EnergySystems Moratorium

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Bennington shall make referral to the Wyoming
County Planning Board as required by Section 239-M of General Municipal Law; and it be further

RESOLVED, that the Town Board determines that such action shall not be subject to SEQR
pursuant to 6 NYCRR § 617.5(c}{(36); and it be further

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall hereby post notice of such public hearing and publish the
notice of such public hearing in the Town’s Official Paper.

Ayes: All{5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Minutes of Previous Meetings

Minutes of meeting from August 13, 2025 accepted as presented by Clerk.

Motion by: ). Mohun. Seconded: ). Burger
Ayes: All{5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Communications
Clerk - no report.

Supervisor
e Town of Bennington lustice Court reports for July and August 2025.

NYS Teamsters Council Health & Hospital Fund rate sheet schedule for 2026.

Website developer “Munibit” offering a demo for development of a new Town website,

Cowlesville Water District Open Water Accounts listing.

Bennington Volunieer Fire Co. letter requesting a one year contract for fire protection and

ambulance services for 2026. )

U.S. Department of Homeland Security FEMA regarding revised Flood Insurance Rate Map

e Office of the State Comptrofler regarding Fiscal Stress Monitoring System; annual financial
information.

¢ NYS Association of Towns locking for a couple of towns willing and able to offer their meeting
space or town hall to host upcoming Grants Assistance Program {GAP) workshops.
Wyoming Co. Real Property Tax Services with Final Roll Taxable Values for 2026.
Fall Local Government Workshop training and information sharing: Friday, October 24, 2025.
Wayne/Finger Lakes BOCES Conference Center in Newark NY

e Senator Gallivan Office - legislative information ‘Environmental Conservation Law’ authorizes
local governments to opt out of mandates and benchmarks arising under the climate leadership
and community protection act and associated universal electrification reguirement.
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Departments
Highway
® Road work per shared work agreement, trucking services to assist other towns in highway
projects.

¢ Annual fire inspection report from Amherst Alarm Co. with recommendation of smoke alarm
update in Highway garage and Town Hall building.
e State aid CHIPS reimbursement received. December 2025 is the next claim period.

Town Clerk/Tax Collector
e  Monthly report submitted for August 2025,
e Vital statistics update YTD 2025. Births: 0. Deaths: 7. Marriage permits issued: 3.

Assessor - no report.

Zoning/Planning
® . New Home Occupation Permit - 170 Clinton/Nail Salon. NYS license required. Final approval
pending with proof of licensing. One year permit with annual renewal.

Zoning/Planning
e C(lerk presented from Wyoming Co. Zoning Department the monthly report for August 2025.
e Update on dog enumeration 2025. New licenses: 45.
e Notice of meetings - additicnal workshops in developing new zoning regulations will be held
September 25, October 16, 30, November 6, 20. Time: 6:30 pm.

¢ A Home Occupation Permit (HOP) application submitted by Sarah Seiwert, 170 Clinton St.,
Cowlesville 14037 to operate an appearance enhancement business inside her home; nails only.
A NYS license is required to operate this business. Approval made from Town Board pending
proof of license . This HOP is a one year permit with annual renewal.

Motion by: J. Burger. Seconded: B. Frounick.
Ayes: AH({5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Recreation/Park
¢ Annual grant application by Alden Youth Baseball for equipment as well as players benches at

Pine Tree Park.

Water District
e Discussions to take place with Alden and Attica regarding intermunicipal agreement for Water
System Operators {(WS50). Bennington WSO plans to retire.

Historical Society
& Program 9/23 ‘Unknown American History’ at Bennington Town Hall; 7:00 pm
# Bennington Historical Society is having museum painted at their expense
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Petitions and public concerns

e Surplus equipment to auction; can a reserve be put on'so equipment is not sold under value. Yes.
¢ Update on Wind Survey results. Supervisor Grant and GLFRPC (Genesee Finger Lakes Regional
Planning Council) have a meeting to discuss data.
e Updated comprehensive plan...... ' .
Resident concerns regarding Bennington | Church Rd. solar project.
Who is doing inspections on the project and is the site plan being followed?
® Dog law update - discussion and work will continue on dog laws with Board, Zoning, Planning
meeting on September 25.

Any other Business to Come before the Board/County Matters

None

Adjourn - Motion by J. Mohun
Time: 8:45 pm
Attendance: 16




