Town of Bennington /
August 7, 2025
Special Session

FINAL

In attendance: Supervisor Ellen Grant, Council Members Jeff Burger, Chris Domes, Bernard
Frounick, Joyce Mohun, Clerk Joanne Rosenthal, Eli McWhinney- DiMatteo’s office.

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Ellen Grant at 7:30 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance led by Councilman J. Burger.

Supervisor Grant stated the purpose of this meeting was to take action on proposed adoption of
a new Solar Energy law for the Town.

Resolution #2025-8-1 SEQR Resolution Designating Lead Agency

Whereas, the Town of Bennington Town Board (hereinafter referred to as “Town Board")
on June 11, 2024 declared its intent to be designated the Lead Agency for the Town of
Bennington Solar Law Update under the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review
(SEQR) Regulations, and

Whereas, the town Board has provided written noticed to this effect to the involved and
interested agencies; and

Whereas, the Town Board has not received any written objections from the involved
agencies to the Board’s being designated as the lead agency under the SEQR Regulations; and

Whereas, the Town Board has previously determined that it is the most appropriate
agency to ensure the coordination of this Action and for making the determination of
significance thereon under the SEQR Regulations.

Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved, that the Town Board does hereby designate itself as
the lead agency for the Action identified above herein.

Motion by C. Domes, seconded by J. Mohun
Ayes: 5. Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Resolution #2025-8-2 Determination of Environmental Significance and Approval of
Full EAF (Environmental Assessment Form)

WHEREAS, the Town of Bennington Town Board (hereinafter referred to as “Town
Board”) has determined the above referenced Action to be a Type 1 Action pursuant to Part 617
of the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Reguiations; and
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WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed and accepted the completed Full
Environmental Assessment Form Parts 1, 2, and 3 including the supporting information on the
Action prepared by the MRB Group (hereinafter referred to as “Town Engineer”); and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has completed the coordinated review and public comment
period provided for under the SEQR Regulations; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has designated itself as lead agency under the SEQR
Regulations for making the determination of significance upon said action on a separate
resolution at the July 9, 2025 meeting; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has given consideration to the criteria for determining
significance as set forth in Section 617.7(c} (1) of the SEQR Regulations and the information
contained in Full Environmental Assessment Form Parts 1, 2, and 3.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that said Action WILL NOT result in any
significant adverse environmental impacts based on the review of the Full Environmental
Assessment Form; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Town Board does hereby make a Determination of
Non-Significance on said Action, and the Town Supervisor is hereby directed to sign the Full
Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) Part 3, the Negative Declaration, as evidence of the
Town Board determination of environmental non-significance.

Motion by: J. Burger, seconded by C. Domes
Ayes: 5. Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

RESOLUTION #2025-8-3 ADOPT LOCAL LAW NO. 4 OF 2025 ENTITLED:
“A LOCAL LAW ESTABLISHING ZONING GUIDELINES FOR
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS AND AMENDING ARTICLE Il OF
THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON ZONING LAW PROVIDING FOR
THE CREATION OF ZONING OVERLAY DISTRICTS AND
SOLAR OVERLAY DISTRICTS”

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington met at a regular board meeting
at the Town Hall located at 905 Old Allegany Road, Attica, in the Town of Bennington, New York
on the 7" day of August, 2025, commencing at 7:30 p.m., at which time and place the following
members were:

Present: Supervisor Grant, Councilmembers Frounick, Mohun, Domes and Burger.
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WHEREAS, all Town Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that
pursuant to Article 7, Section 104 of the Public Officers Law (Public Meetings Law}, said
meeting was open to the general public and due and proper notice of the time and place
whereof was given as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington has been considering a
proposed Local Law No. 4 of 2025 entitled “A Local Law Establishing Zoning Guidelines For
Solar Energy Systems And Amending Article Il Of The Town Of Bennington Zoning Law
Providing For The Creation Of Zoning Overlay Districts And Solar Overlay Districts” to advance
and protect the public health, safety and welfare of the Town of Bennington while facilitating the
production of renewable energy; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to, and in accordance with, Section 617.6 (Initial Review of
Actions and Establishing Lead Agency) of the New York State Environmental Quality Review
(SEQR) Regulations (6 NYCRR Part 617) the Town Board sought to assess the environmental
impact of such Local Law and declared their intent to act as SEQR Lead Agency on July 10,
2024; completing Part 1 of the Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) and sending such
notice and FEAF to any and all involved agencies; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections 239-L and 239-M of the General Municipal Law, said
Local Law and all supporting documentation, including Part 1 of the EAF, was submitted to -
Wyoming County Planning Board and Genesee County Planning Board for review and
comments by the Town Engineer, such comments being received on or about June 19, 2025,
with the following determination having been made:

Approval with Commentis, said comments are annexed hereto as Schedule A; and

WHEREAS, upon waiting the required 30 days, the Town Board received no objection to
its acting as Lead Agency in this matter, and therefore declared itself Lead Agency on June 11,
2025; and

WHEREAS, acting as SEQR Lead Agency, the Town Board completed Part 2 and Part 3
of the FEAF, and concluding that the Local Law would have no environmental impacts and
made a negative SEQR determination; and

WHEREAS, a Notice of Public Hearing regarding the Local Law was duly published in
the Town'’s official newspaper and said public hearing was held on July 9, 2025 at which time all
parties in attendance were provided an opportunity to speak or provided written comments in
favor of or in opposition to the proposed Local Law; and

WHEREAS, that the Town Board of the Town of Bennington feels it is in the best interest
of the Town of Bennington to adopt said Local Law, and now desires to do so.
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NOW ON MOTION OF Councilman Mohun, which has been duly seconded by
Councilman Burger, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Bennington feels it is in the best
interest of the Town of Bennington to adopt Local Law No. 4 of 2025 entitled, “A Local Law
Establishing Zoning Guidelines For Solar Energy Systems And Amending Article || Of The Town
Of Bennington Zoning Law Providing For The Creation Of Zoning Overlay Districts And Solar
Overlay Districts;” and be it further

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby directed to enter the adoption of
said Local Law in the minutes of this meeting and to provide all necessary paperwork regarding
the adoption of said Local Law to the Secretary of the State of New York.

Ayes: 5. Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Motion made to adjourn by Councilman Mohun. The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Attendance: 4




