Bennington Town Board
May 14, 2025

FINAL

In Attendance: Town Supervisor Ellen Grant, Council Members Jeff Burger, Chris Domes, Bernard
Frounick, Joyce Mohun, Clerk Rosenthal. Absent: Highway Superintendent Jake Jensen

Workshop Session 6:30 p.m.
Audit of bills; Highway Dept report; review Board meeting agenda

Regular Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Call Meeting to Order. Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Merﬁber B. Frounick.
Set Agenda - no additions or changes.
Conflict of Interest - no conflicts.

Gpen Public Hearing on Local Law #1, Year 2025 to Extend Moratorium on Solar Project
Applications

Financial Matters General Fund vouchers #473 to #503. $28,755.07.
Highway Fund vouchers #306 to #329. $87,200.66.
Cowlesville Water vouchers # 36to# 42.$23,873.51,
Cowlesville Light vouchers # 2to# 3.3 966.66.

Motion by J. Mohun, seconded by B. Frounick to approve vouchers for payment.
Ayes: All(5). Noes:0. Abstain:0. Absent:0.

Financial Reports Monthly Report of Supervisor for April 2025

Motion by J. Burger, seconded by C. Domes to approve the Financial Reports ending March 31,
2025.
Ayes: All(5). Noes: 0. Abstain:0. Absent:0.

Unfinished Business

Hear Comments on Proposed Local Law #1, Year 2025 to Extend Moratorium on Solar Project
Applications

Q. How does the moratorium affect existing projects? ‘
A. Existing projects are already permitted and will not be impacted by the moratorium.

Q. Will the existing projects need to follow the newly developed laws?
A. Permitted projects are obligated to follow rules/laws currently in place; they are not
affected by new solar laws being developed.

Q. How many solar projects are there in the Town?
A. Two (2).
B. NY Bennington |, LLC Solar Project - Church Rd
C. Niagara Solar Energy Project - Route 77.
The Town Board anticipates having a public hearing in July 2025 to hear comments on new solar laws.

Close Public Hearing
Motion: J. Mohun. Second: B. Frounick.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.
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Resolution #2025-5-1 A Local Law Establishing a Third Temporary Land Use Moratorium
Prohibiting the Development of New Solar Energy Projects Within
the Town of Bennington

The Town Board of the Town of Bennington met for a Public Hearing on the 14" day of May,
2025, commencing at 7:30 p.m. and the following members were:

Present: Supervisor Ellen Grant, Council Members Bernard Frounick, Joyce Mohun, Chris Domes
and Jeff Burger. Absent: None.

WHEREAS, all Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that pursuant fo Article 7,
§104 of the Public Officers Law, said meeting was open to the general public and due and proper notice
of the time and place whereof was given as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington held public hearing on the proposed
adoption of said local law on the 14th day of May, 2025 at 7:30 p.m., at which time all interested parties
and citizens for or against the proposed law were heard; and

WHEREAS, the Town Beard of the Town of Bennington wishes to extend the temporary land use
moratorium prohibiting the development of new seclar energy projects within the Town of Bennington, and
the Town of Bennington recognizes and acknowledges that the Town needs to further analyze many
considerations that affect the preparation of local legislation to regulate all solar installations; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 239 1-m of the General Municipal Law, said local law with all
supporting documents was submitted to the Wyoming County Planning Board on May 13", 2025 for its
commenits; and

WHEREAS, the Town Boeard of the Town of Bennington recognizes that this local law is a Type |l
Action under SEQR, and therefore SEQR review will not be required as there are no adverse :
environmental impacts; and

NOW ON MOTION OF Joyce Mchun which has been duly seconded by Chris Domes, be it
RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Bennington feels it is in the best interests of the
Town to adopt proposed Local Law entitled, “Establishing a Third Temporary Land Use Moeratorium

Prohibiting the Development of New Solar Energy Projects within the Town of Bennington.”

Ayes: 4. Noes: 1. B. Frounick. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.
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New Business
Resolution #2025-5-2 Set dates & times for Zoning Update Meetings

Whereas, members of the Town Board, Town Planning Board and Town Zoning Board of Appeals
have been working on various additions and changes to the Town Zoning Law and find it necessary to
hold additional meetings outside of their regularly scheduled and advertised Board Meetings in order to
continue the required work; now, therefore,

Be it Resolved, that the various Boards of the Town involved in developing new zoning
regulations shall meet at the following dates and times: May 22, June 19, July 16, August 7, 2025 at
6:30 p.m. at the Bennington Town Hall, 805 Old Alleghany Road, Atiica NY, and

Be it Further Resolved, that the Town Clerk shall post the meeting dates, time, location and
purpose in the legal newspaper of this town.

Motion: J. Burger. Second: J. Mohun.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:0. Abstain:0. Absent:0.

Resolution #2025-5-3 Authorize Attendance at Annual School for Highway
Superintendents

Be it Resolved, that Jacob Jensen, Superintendent and Chris Domes, Councilman are hereby
authorized to attend the Annual School for Highway Superintendents in ithaca New York June 1 through
4, 2025,

Motion: J. Mohun. Second: B. Frounick.
Ayes: 4. Noes: 0. Abstain: 1. C. Domes. Absent: 0.
Resoclution #2025-5-4 Create Temporary Motor Equipment Ogerator position
Be it Resolved, that there is hereby created the position of 1 Motor Equipment Operator —
Temporary effective May 1, 2025 to August 31, 2025, not to exceed 40 hours per week, at a rate of

$23.50 per hour contingent upon possessing the necessary New York State commercial driver’s license.

Motion: J. Mochun. Second: C. Domes.
Ayes: All {(5). Noes:0. Abstain: 0. Absent:0.

Minutes of Previous Meetings

Accepted as presented by Clerk for Town Board meeting of April 8, 2025 and May 12 Special Session to
schedule a public hearing for May 14.
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Communications

Supervisor Grant
1. Charter Communication Contract Franchise Fee 2024. $43,576.19.
2. Bennington Town Justice Court Linsey reports for February/March 2025
3. NYAOT(New York Association of Towns) correspondence from the May electronic newsletter
legislative update, CHIPS funding increase of $50 million, Even Year Election law update
overturned, Individuals running for town office - excluding town justice - in November 2025 should
expect their term of office to be shortened by one year.

Clerk Rosenthal

1. Wyoming Co. Zoning Department monthly report for April 2025.

2. Certificates of liability & insurance from Driven Contracting Inc., JLB Installations Inc., KCM
Custormn Built Garages Inc.

3. Wyoming Co. Community Strategic Plan Survey until June 23.

4, FEMA public hearing regarding new Flood Maps for Wyoming Co.

5. Free paint recycling collection on May 17 at Genesee Co. Department of Public Works.
Montgomery Building Supply in Warsaw is also a collection point.

Departments

Highway
Road paving and DI work completed in downtown Cowlesville in early May.
Crack and seal work on Burrough Rd.

Town Clerk/Tax Collector

Monthly report for April 2025.

Vital Statistics YTD 2025. Births: 0. Deaths: 4. Marriage Permits Issued: 0.
Dog enumeration notices will be mailed in July 2025.

Notice of Public Hearing (3) for the Town of Alden on May 19, 2025.

Assessor
Grievance Day on May 29th.
Sacred Heart Church recycling correction on tax bill.

Zoning/Planning

Zaning repoert from Wyoming Co. as reported by Clerk.

Zoning meeting updates on zoning [aws. Meetings: May 22, June 19, July 16, August 7, 2025.
Wind laws continue to develop.

Dog and kennel laws require updating.

Recreation/Park

Pine Tree Park restrooms are now open.

Youth softball and baseball teams in action at the front diamonds.

Men's softball league utilizing the back diamonds.

Swim program sign ups on Saturday May 24, 10-noon.

One more certified lifeguard is needed for a tetal of three for the Byrncliff swim program this summer.
Bennington is working with the Town of Sheldon to combine staff for both swim programs to maximize
work hours available. Bennington (Tues., Thurs.), Shelden (Mon., Wed.)

Water District
75% of new water meters have been installed.
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Historical Society

Mon. May 26 Memorial Day Observance begins at the Cowlesville Cemetery on Lapp Rd. at 11 am with
roll call of deceased veterans WWII to present. The Attica High School marching band will present and
march to the Cowlesviite Historical Museum where a hot dog lunch will be shared with the community.

Open house will be held on the 3rd Sunday through November from 1-3 pm.

Petitions and public concerns

Election Primary for Republican Party June 24, 2025 at the Town Hall.
The Board of Elections (BOE) will send postcards for updates.

AED machines expected delivery this week. Training session by the Bennington Fire Department.

Waste Management contract - one year renewal. Wyoming Co. to negotiate.
Individual town contracts would increase the property tax cap.

The Town Board continues to work on a survey for wind energy and how to proceed with distribution.

Any other Business to Come before the Board/County Matters

Cdunty Comprehensive Plan Survey available on website: wyomingcountyny.gov
Government - Departments - Planning & Development. Take survey

Adjourn 8:30 pm
Motion: J. Mohun
Attendance: 7



