Town of Bennington
August 13, 2025

FINAL
Workshop Session 6:30 p.m.
Audit of bills; Highway Dept report; review Board meeting agenda

In attendance: Supervisor Ellen Grant, Council Member Jeff Burger, Chris Domes, Bernard
Frounick, Joyce Mohun. Absent: Highway Superintendent Jake Jensen, Clerk Joanne
Rosenthal. _

Regular Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Call Meeting to Order 7:34 pm. Pledge of allegiance led by J. Mohun.
Set Agenda - no changes.
Conflict of Interest - none.

Open Public Hearlng on Local Law #5 LOCAL LAW RELATING TO THE CONTROL,
CONFINING AND LEASHING OF DOGS”

Financial Matters  General Fund vouchers #558 to #585. § 27.833.88.
Highway Fund vouchers #380 to #393. $156,011.23.
Cowlesville Water vouchers # 50to# 54.% 3,837.13.
Cowlesville Light vouchers # 6. $  171.89.

Motion by J. Mohun, seconded by J. Burger to approve vouchers for payment.
Ayes: All(5). Noes:0. Abstain:0. Absent:0. '

Tra-nsfers within Accounts

From: A1990.4 Contingency Account | $5,719.63
To: A1110.4 Justices, Contractual $ 386.61

A1220.4 Supervisor, Contractual $ 2932

A1670.4 Central Printing/Mailing $ 81.92 :

A1910.4 Unallocated Insurance $5.221.78 $5,719.63

Motion by J. Mohun, seconded by C. Domes to approve transfers in accounts.
Ayes: All (5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Hear Comments on Local Law #5 LOCAL LAW RELATING TO THE CONTROL,
CONFINING AND LEASHING OF DOGS”

1. Justa Goodell - Wyoming County. Animal Control Officer discussed:
Procedures for dog complaints
Running at large
Arcade - 2026 updating
Orangeville - working on dog taws
Wethersfield - working on dog laws
Towns of Attica, Eagle & Gainesville have laws regarding barking.
Special use permits - kennel permits for the number of dogs above town limit.
Per NYS Ag & Markets law - not for profits need to be licensed for dangerous dogs.
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Hear Comments on Local Law #5 LOCAL LAW RELATING TO THE CONTROL,
CONFINING AND LEASHING OF DOGS”

1.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Cont'd ..Dog sanctuaries are not exempt from licensing dogs. Also noted that dogs
deemed dangerous, by a court outside of NYS, are not legally considered dangerous
here as there may be different laws/standards.

Resident - 109 Ag & Market - don't need to license because of the not for profit
definition. Here to be good neighbors. Won't walk dogs on the road anymore.

Resident - Dangerous dog definition; suggest use ag & markets section as definition.
Resident - Why is a dog law needed?
Resident - Ag & markets law dangerous dogs #113; change misdemeanor to civil.

Resident - Page 4. Misdemeanor incorrect. Page 5. Enforcement - change. Section 10
comparing section 6. Violation - poorly written,

Resident - Retired service dogs should be exempt. Farm dogs should not be exempt.
Aggression, how is it handled? see dangerous dogs ag & markets.

Resident - In favor of law, especially barking. Dogs being walked by AAOAA are
aggressive towards cars coming down the road.

Resident - Ignore dog barking. Childhood remembrance: Three wild dogs killed her
pony; all dogs shot. Fostering - animals are property of the shelter, needs clearer
definition.

Resident - Aggressive behavior by a dog brought from another town in NY.

Resident - Works at AAOAA (Against All Odds Animal Alliance). The staff are trained
properly, they are not walking dogs that can't be controlled.

Resident - Why are we having law? Section 5, section 12 part a.
Resident - Barking - don't agree; live in the country and barking dogs is normal.
Resident - Disagrees with the practices at AAOAA.

Resident - | am a 48 year resident. Wants considerate neighbors. Constant barking
interferes with neighbors enjoying their property; would like more consideration.

Resident - Surrounded by three pit bulls when walking on her road; made a complaint.
Owners had electric fencing but would forget to put the collars on the dogs. The
neighbors are afraid to let young children play outside.. Doesn’t want anything to
happen.

Resident - Fosters dogs; wants dog law.
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Hear Comments on Local Law #5 LOCAL LAW RELATING TO THE CONTROL,
CONFINING AND LEASHING OF DOGS”

18. Resident Fosters dogs; how many are allowed? What are guidelines for barking?

| 19. Resident - Alternative of the Titus vaccine versus rabies vaccine, Justa doesn't accept,
only from the vet. Are facilities grandfathered in...yes.

© 20. Resident - Dogs escaping; advised to file a complaint with the Animal Control Officer.
Motion to Close Public Hearing J. Mohun. Second: B. Frounick
Ayes: 5. Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.
9:50 PM

Motion by J. Mohun, Seconded by J. Burger to withdraw Resolution #2025-8-4.

Unfinished Business

Resolution #2025-8-4 RESOLUTION TO ADOPT LOCAL LAW NO. 5 OF 2025
ENTITLED, “LOCAL LAW RELATING TO THE CONTROL,
CONFINING AND LEASHING OF DOGS”

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington met at a regular board meeting
at the Town Offices located at 905 Old Allegany Road, Attica, in the Town of Bennington, New
York on the 13" day of August, 2025, commencing at 7:30 p.m., and thereafter a public hearing -
was held at 7:30 p.m. at which time and place the following members were present: Supervisor
Grant, Councilmembers Frounick, Mohun, Domes and Burger

WHEREAS, all Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that pursuant o
Article 7, §104 of the Public Officers Law, said meeting was open to the general public and due
and proper notice of the time and pilace whereof was given as requiredrby law; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has been considering a proposed Local Law No.5 of 2025
entitled, “LOCAL LAW RELATING TO THE CONTROL, CONFINING AND LEASHING OF
DOGS" to provide for the licensing and identification of dogs, the control and protection of the
dog population, and the protection of persons, property, and animals from dog attacks and
damage, in accordance with New York Agriculture and Markets Law Article 7; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to, and in accordance with the New York State Environmental
Quality Review (SEQR) Regulations (6 NYCRR Part 617), the Town Board was not required to
complete the SEQR process of such propased Local Law due to lack of environmental impact
and not requiring funding by such agency, as stated in Section 617.2 (b); and

WHEREAS, on July 30", 2025 the Town Board of the Town of Town of Bennington
adopted a Resolution to Authorize Public Hearing and scheduled such public hearing for August
13%, 2025 regarding said proposed local law, at which time all interested parties and citizens for
or against the proposed local law would be heard; and
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Resolution #2025-8-4 RESOLUTION TO ADOPT LOCAL LAW NO. 5 OF 2025
ENTITLED, “LOCAL LAW RELATING TO THE CONTROL,
CONFINING AND LEASHING OF DOGS”

WHEREAS, the Town Clerk published Notice of Public Hearing in the Town’s Official
Newspaper on or about August 1, 2025 and posted such Notice at the Town Hall; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington held a public hearing on August
131, 2025, and all parties in attendance were permitted an opportunity to speak on behalf of or
in opposition to said proposed local law, or any part thereof, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington finds it to be in the best interest
of said Town {o adopt said local law; and

NOW ON MOTION OF No Motion, which has been duly seconded by No Motion, now
therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Bennington feels it is in the best
interest of the Town of Bennington and hereby adopts Local Law No. 5 of 2025, entitled,
‘LOCAL LAW RELATING TO THE CONTROL, CONFINING AND LEASHING OF DOGS”; and
be it further

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby directed to enter the adoption of said Local
Law in the minutes of this meeting and to provide all necessary paperwork regarding the
adoption of said Local Law to the Secretary of the State of New York.

Ayes: Noes: Abstain: Absent:
Motion by J. Mohun, Seconded by J. Burger to withdraw Resolution #2025-8-4,

New Business
Resolution #2025-8-5 Set date for September Regular Town Board Meeting

Be It Resolved, that the Regular Town Board Meeting for the month of September 2025
shall be held on Wednesday, September 17, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. at the Bennington Town Hall,
905 Old Alleghany Road Attica NY, with workshop session held at 6:30 p.m., and

Be it Further Resolved that the Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to
advertise the same in the legal publication of this Town.

Motion: J. Burger. Second: C. Domes
Ayes: All (5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent:0.

Resolution #2025-8-6 Set date for Public Hearing on Harris Corners Fire Company
Contract

WHEREAS, The Town of Bennington is in receipt of a request from the Harris Corners
Fire Company for a fire and rescue services contract for calendar years 2026, 2027, 2028, 2029
and 2030 at an increase of four (4) percent each year on the fire services levy;
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Resolution #2025-8-6 Set date for Public Hearing on Harris Corners Fire Company
Contract

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town Board shall hold a public
hearing on the 17" day of September, 2025 at the Bennington Town Hall, 805 Old Alleghany
Road, Attica NY, to hear all persons related to said contract proposal; and

Resolution #2025-8-6 Set date for Public Hearing on Harris Corners Fire Company
Contract

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk is authorized and directed to
advertise the same in the legal newspaper of this Town.

Motion: J. Mohun. Second: C. Domes.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:0. Abstain:0. Absent: 0.

Resolution #2025-8-7 Resolution Authorizing Execution of Appointment of Hearing
Officer '

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington met at a regular board meeting
at the Town Offices of the Town of Bennington, located at 905 Old Allegany Road, Attica, in the
Town of Bennington, New York on the 13" day of August, 2025, commencing at 7:30 p.m. at
which time and place the following members were present: Supervisor Grant, and
Councilmembers Frounick, Mohun, Domes and Burger.

WHEREAS, all Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that pursuant to
Article 7, §104 of the Publiic Officers Law, said meeting was open to the general public and due
and proper notice of the time and place whereof was given as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Harris Corners Fire Departmént, with an address of 585 US-20A,
Strykersville, New York 14145, provides services to the Town of Bennington pursuant to its
current contract; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Bennington received information from the Law Offices of Mark
C. Butler, PLLC, on or about July 11, 2025, regarding the Harris Corners Fire Department intent
to purchase a new rescue tanker fire apparatus from Pierce Manufacturing, and to finance the
purchase with funding as follows: $375,000.00 from the New York State Division of Homeland
Security and Emergency Services, $150,000.00 from the Bank of Greene County, and
$125,000.00 from the Harris Corners Fire Department savings account; and

WHEREAS, the proposed firefighting equipment will be used to provide fire protection
services to the Town of Bennington under the existing contract with the Fire Department, and
the new equipment shall be stored at Harris Comers Fire Department; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 103 of the Internal Revenue Code and related sections
and regulations, a public hearing and subsequent approval by the Supervisor of the Town of
Bennington are required for the interest on the obligation to be exempt from federal mcome
taxation; and
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Resolution #2025-8-7 Resolution Authorizing Execution of Appointment of Hearing
Officer

WHEREAS, neither a special public hearing nor the subsequent approval by the
Supervisor of the Town of Bennington of the borrowing and issuance of the obligation creates
any responsibility or liability of the Town of Bennington for such obligation; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington desires to hold a special public
hearing and appoint Nick Kirsch, President of Harris Corners Fire Department, as hearing officer
to conduct such special public hearing; and

Resolution #2025-8-7 Resolution Authorizing Execution of Appointment of Hearing
Officer

WHEREAS, the “Appointment of Hearing Officer”, “Notice of Public Hearing”, and
“Affidavit of Website Posting” received from the Law Offices of Mark C. Butler, PLLC, have been
reviewed by the Town Attorney of the Town of Bennington and deemed acceptable; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board finds it in the best interest of the Town of Bennington to
authorize and empower the Supervisor of the Town of Bennington fo execute the Appointment
of Hearing Officer, thereby appointing Nick Kirsch to serve in that capacity; and

NOW ON MOTION OF C. Domes which has been duly seconded by B. Frounick , now,
therefore be it

ORDERED, a special public hearing shall be held on August 27", 2025. at 7:00PM, at
Harris Corners Fire Department, 585 US-20A, Strykersville, New York 14145, in order to provide
a reasonable opportunity for the interested individuals to express their views, both orally and in
writing, with regard to the volunteer fire department’s proposed obligations to the Bank of
Greene County; and be it further

ORDERED, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington hereby authorizes and
empowers the Supervisor of the Town of Bennington to execute the Appointment of Hearing
Officer, appointing Nick Kirsch, President of Harris Corners Fire Department, to conduct said
hearing; and be it further

ORDERED, the Town Clerk of the Town of Bennington shall post electronic Notice of
Public Hearing on the Town of Bennington's municipal website in an area of that website used to
inform residents about events.

Ayes: All (5). Noes:0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Minutes of Previous Meetings

Clerk presented the Board meeting minutes; accepted as presented.
July 1 {(Special Session)

July 7 (Special Session)

July 9 (Board minutes)

July 30 (Special Session)

August 7 (Special Session)
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mmunhication

e Certificate of Insurance coverage from: NY Electrical Inspection Agency Inc., and Stately
Builders.

Supervisor
o Sheriff of Wyoming Co. to Wyoming Co. Board of Supervisors regarding check washing

scams affecting municipalities in YWyoming County.

e 2026 NY Website requirements - NY municipalities over 1,500 populations are required
to update their websites to gov. Munibit, a website services company, has offered a
demo on how to utilize their services.

¢ NYS Ag & Markets - Municipal Shelter Inspection Report and Dog Control Officer
Inspection Report completed 7/24/2025. This inspection relates to Agriculture and
Markets Laws and Regulations which may be viewed on the website:
www.agriculture.ny.gov.

e Town of Bennington Justice Court for the month of June 2025.

Departments

Highway
e Submitted CHIPS claim for Sinn Rd. and part of Butrrough Rd; expect September
payment.
¢ Expected soon is the new plow truck for the 2025-26 winter season.

Town ClerkiTax Collector
e Submitted monthiy repoit for July 2025.
o Vital statistics 2025 YTD. Births: 0. Marriage Permits Issued: 2. Death: 7.
¢ Town of Bennington Dog Enumeration cards to be mailed out late August.

Assessor
o No report.

Zoning/Planning
e Dates set for additional workshops: September 25, October 16, 30, November 6, 20.
¢ Wyoming Co. Zoning Depariment - June & July 2025 - No open projects to report.

Recreation/Park
e Swim Program - August 14th is the last date for swim lessons, 52 enrolled.

Water District
¢ Anticipate opening for a Water System Operator; contact Ellen Grant for details.

Historical Society
o August 26, 2025 program at 7:00 pm. Theodore Roosevelt.
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Petitions and public concerns

How much is a special use permit for dog law?

Resident (Mrs. George) thanking Bennington for the 2025 swim program.

Any other Business to Come before the Board/County Matters

Wyoming County Fair - Wyoming County Fair Queen Madelyn Burger.

Wyoming County Hospital received a $14.8 million grant to update the pharmacy, operating
rooms and ED. .

Adjourn 10:50 pm

Attendance: 40+




