Bennington Town Board
June 11, 2025
FINAL

In Attendance: Supervisor Ellen Grant, Council Members Jeff Burger, Chris Domes, Bernard Frounick,
Joyce Mohun, Highway Superintendent Jacob Jensen, Clerk Joanne Rosenthal

Workshop Session 6:30 p.m.
Audit of bills; Highway Dept report; review Board meeting agenda

Regular Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Call Meeting to Order 7:34 pm; pledge of allegiance led by Council Member Frounick.
Set Agenda - additions include advertising for bids of CR1, CR2, Item 3&4. Declare trailer as surplus.

Conflict of Interest - no conflicts.

Financial Matters: Transfer of funds within General Fund accounts.
From: A1650.4 Central Communications 1,030.00
To:  A1010.4 Town Board ' 15.00
A1320.4 Auditor 15.00
A1430.4 Personnel 1.000.00

Motion by J. Mohun, seconded by J. Burger to approve transfer of funds.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:0. Abstain:0. Absent: 0.

General Fund vouchers #504 to #529. § 22,490.23.
Highway Fund vouchers #330 to #353. $119,238.98.
Cowlesville Water vouchers # A3to# 46. $ 3,824.22.
Cowlesville Light vouchers # 4 $ 158.24.

Motion by J. Mohun, seconded by C. Domes to approve vouchers for payment.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:0. Abstain:0. Absent:0.

Financial Reports Monthly Report of Supervisor for May 2025,

Motion by J. Burger, seconded by B. Frounick to approve the Financial Reports ending May 31,
2025,
Ayes: All {(§). Noes:0, Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Unfinished Business

None to report
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New Business
Resolution #2025-6-1 Approve Youth Recreation Contract with Byrncliff Resort

Be it Resolved, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to enter into an agreement
with Byrncliff Resort, Varysburg NY for use of facilities for the Youth Recreation Summer Swim and Craft
Program for the period July 8, 2025 through August 14, 2025, a total of 66 hours, in an amount not to
exceed $2,376.

Motion: J. Mohun. Second: J. Burger.
Ayes: All (5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Resolution #2025-6-2 Set Date of Public Hearing for Propoesed Local Law #2, Year 2025,
A Local Law Establishing Zoning Guidelines for Solar Energy
Systems Zoning Updates and Amending Article Il of the Town of
Benningten Zening Law Providing for the Creation of Zoning
Overlay Districts and Solar Overlay Districts.

The Town Board of the Town of Bennington has met at a regular board meeting at the Town
Offices of the Town of Bennington located at 905 Old Allegany Road, Attica, in the Town of Bennington,
New York on the 11th day of June, 2025, commencing at 7:30 p.m., at which time and place the following
members were: Present: Supervisor Ellen Grant, and Council Members Mohun, Domes, Burger,
Frounick.

WHEREAS, all Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that pursuant to Article 7,
§104 of the Public Officers Law, said meeting was open to the general public and due and proper notice
of the time and place whereof was given as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington has considered a proposed local law
known as “Establishing Zoning Guidelines for Solar Energy Systems and Amending Article |l of the Town
of Bennington Zoning Law Providing for the Creation of Zoning Overlay Districts and Solar Overlay
Districts™; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 239 I-m of the General Municipal Law, said local law with all
supporting documents is to be submitted to the Town of Bennington Planning Board and also the
Wyoming County Planning Board for its comments; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington recognizes that this local law is a Type |
Action under SEQR, and declares itself the Lead Agency to review the matter for any potential adverse
environmental impacts; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington finds it in the best inferest of the Town of
Bennington to hold a public hearing on the adeption of said local law,

NOW ON MOTION OF J. Mohun which has been duly seconded by J. Burger, be it

RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Bennington will hold a public hearing on the
proposed local law on the gth day of July 2025, at 7:30 p.m., at which time and place all interested parties
and citizens for or against the proposed law will be heard.

Ayes: All (5). Noes: 0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.
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Resolution #2025-6-3 Town Board Declares Lead Agency Status for the Purpose of
Proposed Local Law #2 Year 2025, A L.ocal Law Establishing Zoning
Guidelines for Solar Energy Systems Zoning Updates and
Amending Article Il of the Town of Bennington Zoning Law
Providing for the Creation of Zoning Overlay Districts and Solar
Overlay Districts.

The Town Board of the Town of Bennington has met at a regular board meeting at the Town
Offices of the Town of Bennington located at 905 Old Allegany Road, Atlica, in the Town of Bennington,
New York on the 11th day of June, 2025, commencing at 7:30 p.m., at which time and place the following
members were: Present: Supervisor Ellen Grant, and Councit Members Frounick, Mohun, Domes
and Burger.

WHEREAS, all Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that pursuant to Article 7,
§104 of the Public Officers Law, said meeting was open to the general public and due and proper notice
of the time and place whereof was given as required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed and accepted the New York State Environmental
Quality Review Act {SEQRA) Full Environrmental Assessment Form (EAF) Part 1, prepared by the MRB
Group, Town Engineers on the above referenced Town of Bennington Solar Law Update Adoption
{hereafter referred to as “Action”™); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to and in accordance with the provision of Section 617.6 (Initial Review of
Actions and Establishing Lead Agency) of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Regulations,
{6 NYCRR part 617.4, paragraph {b)}2)) the Town Board of the Town of Bennington has determined that
the proposed zoning guidelines and creation of overlay districts is a Type | Action which requires a
Coordinated Review seeking the input of other agencies.

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington believes it is the most appropriate
candidate to seek lead agency status under State Environment Quality Review Law as the legisiative
body with the authority to approve the local law known as “Establishing Zoning Guidelines for Solar
Energy Systems and Amending Article Il of the Town of Bennington Zoning Law Prowdmg for the Creation
of Zoning Overlay Districts and Solar Overlay Districts; and

NOW ON MOTION OF J. Mohun which has been duly seconded by C. Domes, be it

RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Bennington has determined that it is the most
appropriate candidate to seek lead agency status and conduct the coordinated review for the identification
of impacts and determination of significance. as the legislative body with the authority to approve the
afore-mentioned zoning changes; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Bennington hereby declares itself as lead
agency; and be it further
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RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Bennington will begin review under the State
Environmental Quality Review Act, also known as SEQRA and that notices will be sent to the following
agencies for a Coordinated Review in accordance with Section 617.4 of the New York State
Environmental Quality Review Regulations:

Town of Bennington Planning Board

Wyoming County Planning Board

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
New York State Department of Transportation

New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets
Town of Darien

Genesee County Planning Board

Town of Marilla

Erie County Planner

10. New York State Office of Renewable Energy Siting

11. Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board of Wyoming County
12. Town of Sheldon

13. Town of Attica

14, Town of Alden

NGO WA=

Ayes: All (5). Noes:0. Abstain: 0. Absent:0.

Resolution #2025-6-4 Authorize the Highway Superintendent to Advertise and the Board
to Award Bids for the purchase of a 90 inch Profile Packer.

Be it Resolved, that the Highway Superintendent is hereby authorized and directed to develop
and advertise for sealed bids for one 90 inch Profile Packer to use with existing Highway Department
equipment for the maintenance of roads within the Town; and be it

Further Resolved, that the Town Clerk shall receive all sealed bids at the Clerk's Office no later
than June 28", 2025 at Noon, at which time the bids shall be opened and bid shall be awarded to the
lowest responsible bidder, :

Bids will also be accepted for stone and gravel (CR1, CR2, ltem #3 & 4) materials for Highway
Dept.

Also, the Board declares the Toma Trailer surplus and available for bid.

The Town reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

Motion: J. Burger. Second: C. Domes
Ayes: All {5). Noes:0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Resolution #2025-6-5 Approve Town Justice to Attend Magistrates Association
Conference

Be it Resolved that Justice James Wawrzyniak is hereby approved to attend the NYS Magistrates
Association Conference September 14th & 15th, 2025, and to submit related expenses to the Town for
reimbursement.

Motion: J. Mohun.  Second: J. Burger.
Ayes: All (5). Noes:0. Abstain:0. Absent: 0.
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Minutes of Previous Meetings

Meeting minutes for May 2025 accepted as presented by the Clerk to the Town Board.

Communications

Clerk
s The monthly meeting of the Wyoming County NYS Town Clerks Association will be held at the
Bennington Town Hall on Monday June 30th at 6 pm.

e Notification of permit issued by NYSDEC to Highland Glens, Alden NY for treatment of 5 acres of
freshwater wetlands. Public Notice issued by Highland Glens will be published in the official
newspaper of the Town of Bennington the week of June 18, 2025. Notification will be available for
review at the Clerks posted on the official bulletin board.

Supervisor
e Bennington Town Justice Court reports from Justice Linsey and Justice Wawrzyniak for April
2025.

o (Certificate of Final Special Franchise Full Value for the 2025 assessment roll,

Departments

Highway

e [nstailation of two D/l and paving of roads in downtown Cowlesville.
Payment of CHIPS claims for $90,000 expected in July 2025,
Paving of sections of Blood Rd. and paving of Sinn Rd complete. Next CHIPS claim.
Reviewing options for repair of the Highway Dept. aging fleet.
Received notice from a resident regarding road stone caused flat tire on vehicle.
Next project: Qil and stone S. Burrough Rd.

Town Clerk/Tax Collector
® Presented by Clerk monthly report for May 2025.
= Vital statistics 2025 YTD. Births: 0. Marriage permits issued: 0. Deaths: 5.

Assessor
# Thursday, May 29th, 2025 Town of Bennington Grievance Day - 15 residents heard.
o Grievance Board reviewed all with six modifications; notices being mailed out to residents
involved.

Zoning/Planning
s Clerk presented the Wyoming County Zoning Department monthly report for May 2025.
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Zoning/Planning
e Approval of annual renewal of Home Occupation Permits for 2025

Stacey Acquard - Acquard’s Dog Greoming
Gary Arcese - G. Arcese Enterprises
Merlyn E. Bissell Law Offices
John Brandon - Aerie Design Services
Paul Dersam - Alden Real Estate Group
Mark Dusen - LDusen Marketing
Edward Lautenschlager - D&L Toy Trains
Allan Linsey - Precision Head Automotive Machine Shop
Joseph B. Pfeiffer - Design A Tea LLC
Cynthia Ciupek - C. Shore Design*

Motion: J. Mohun.  Second: B. Frounick
Motion: J. Burger. Second: B. Frounick*
Ayes: All (5). Noes:0. Abstain: 0. Absent: 0.

Recreation/Park
». The Town of Alden has developed and passed updated use laws for the Town Parks.
Bennington Town Board to review current rules and laws on file for Pine Tree Park, Lapp Rd.

e Swim program
Monday June 16th is the last day for sign ups for the swim program .
Program starts July 8 through August 14, 2025; Tuesday and Thursday at Byrncliff Resort.
Three certified lifeguards are still needed.
AED device will be on hand and provided by Byrncliff Resort.

Water District :
¢ Mailed to residents in Cowlesville Water District the Annual Drinking Water Report .
Report states that the drinking water meets safety standards.
The Cowlesville Water District serves 420 residents with 100 connections and one buik connection for
Highland Glens, Alden NY.
The average daily usage of water is 54,041 gallons.

Historical Society
s The Memorial Day Observance beginning at the Cowlesville Cemetery was the biggest turnout
since 2020, veterans names were read by Supervisor Grant, the Attica Marching Band played
and marched to the Cowlesville Historical Museum Open House and hotdog sale.

Petitions and public concerns

+ Inquiry about coordination between the fire department and highway department when there is a
road closure. Highway Superintendent to contact Wyoming Co. Emergency Services when there
is a road closure and appropriate departments/people will be notified.

® The Zoning Board of Appeals is in need of another member. Supervisor Grant will advertise
position and review applications on file of people who have expressed interest in serving on the
ZBA.

+ Inguiry of who does the hiring for lifeguards? The Town of Bennington; contact Supervisor Grant.
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Petitions and public concerns

inquiry if excess surplus of equipment is advertised. Yes. Public notice will be issued.

Inquiry of when will the Wind Survey be available? Survey is printed and ready to go. 100
surveys sent to Cowlesville Water District already. Mailings will go out next week.

Inquiry of who is the contact person for the Church Rd. solar project. All questions should go
through Wyoming Co. Direcior of the Zoning Department Don Roberts, the NYSDEC or the
Sheriff's Dept.

Inguiry regarding width of the driveway into Church Rd. solar project. The driveway was installed
in accordance with site plan and zoning laws.

Inquiry regarding grant money for AED devices and donation made. Grant money lowered the
cost of the devices; however, did not cover the cost entirely. Anonymous donation made to pay
for the balance due.

Any other Business fo Come before the Board/County Matiers

The next zoning and moratorium meeting is June 19th.

Adjourn 8:27 pm
Motion by C. Domes
Attendance: 10



